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Weekly Newsletter — 26" September 2025

A message from Mrs Farren...

Last week, we shared with you Norton School’s Carbon Score which we are keen
to reduce. With the help of the ‘Net Zero’ team, we are creating an action plan

which we will share with you.

m We are looking for volunteers to join our working party. This
group will support the school by sharing ideas and
monitoring our actions. We are looking for parents to join this group and help us
to do our bit to help our children’s future. The group will meet 6 times
throughout the year. Please let me know if you are interested.

A good start for us all is to turn our car engines off whilst we are
waiting to collect our children.

Did you know: pollution from vehicles can cause asthma in
children and impacts lung function? By turning our engines off
when not in use, we are helping our environment, our
planet and our children’s health.

This weekend, why not try walking instead of driving where possible. It all makes
a difference.

Yesterday Norton's year 5 dancers opened the Gloucestershire PE conference.
This was a conference for PE leads and head teachers from across
Gloucestershire. It was an honour to be asked to do this and a testament to the
group (and Mrs Cooper for her brilliant dance leadership). Daphne, Grace,
Jemima, Mia, Mikayla, Seren, Tavia and Willow made us all so proud. They will
be performing their dance in next week’s assembly.

Have a wonderful weekend
Mrs Farren and Team Norton
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Class News — 26" September 2025

This week in Reception, the children have been
exploring matching objects and pictures and starting to
sort them into groups. They showed fantastic
engagement, asking lots of mathematical questions to
help clarify their thinking.

Matching is one of the earliest forms of sorting and
marks the beginning of logical thinking. Through
matching, children develop an understanding of one-to-
one correspondence. This skill is an important stepping
stone towards making sets, which is a precursor to
counting. These foundations are vital for understanding
key counting principles such as cardinality (knowing the
last number counted represents the total in a set) and
one-to-one correspondence (matching each object with
one number as they count).

We are so proud of how curious and enthusiastic the
children have been in their mathematical learning this
week!

This week in Little Learners we dived into
the children’s interest of sea creatures! Our
activities were inspired by their curiosity and
included ocean themed stories, mark making,

and water play. The children practiced their fine

motor sRills through cutting and creative tasks,

all linked to our theme. We also had lots of fun

building dens.

In Geography recently, the children have
been learning all about maps and
human and physical features. On

Wednesday Year 1 had a brilliant time

walking into the village following maps and
searching for human and physical features.
We all had so much fun and the children
behaved impeccably.

A big thank you to The Phelps and Don
family who let us visit their farm this week
and taught us about cows and different
crops.

+In Year 2 this week we have been learning about place value.
E We have represented 2 digit numbers and identified the number
» of tens and ones the numbers have. We have used a place value
chart and part-whole model to do this. In art, we have learnt
about 'Pointillism’ and experimented with different techniques.

In Year 4 this week we have been learning about the different
features of our example text, The bird who didn’t belong, and
identifying these features in the text. In science, we have set up our
experiment about tooth decay to see how different liquids have an
effect on our teeth and build up of plaque. In music, we used the
glockenspiels to practise playing the G note.

This year in Year 3, we explored
how the body moves, focusing on
bones, muscles, and joints, and
made split pin arm models to show
movement. We also studied and
analysed sources from the Stone
Age. Additionally, we planned a
magazine front cover, learning
about desktop publishing in
preparation to create it next week.

This week in Year 6, we have been analysing a text to
look at the different language features used to create an
affect on the reader. Specifically, the use of synonyms
and antonyms and using a hyphen to create compound
adjectives. In maths, we have been practising our
multiplications skills through various methods to
understand which works best for ourselves. In science,
we classified plants into different categories, and in
history we presented information about the house of
wisdom in ancient Baghdad.

This week in PE Year 5 enjoyed some
competitive games of bench ball! Throughout
the lesson they engaged in teamwork and
looked at strategies to enable their teams to
perform well to try and beat their opponents!
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CORNER!

Josie has been helping to look after the ducklings at home to
keep busy. This includes making sure they have food, fresh
water and clean bedding. Well done Josie!
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You can email any photos and in_formation to go on our page to Mrs Higgins.-
fhiggins@norton. gloucs.sch.uk with the subject line “newsletter”.



Our vision is for all our children to shine like STARS

“Those who are wise will shine like the sky and those who lead others to goodness will shine like the stars forever” Daniel 12:3

STRIVE ACT - RESPECT

We've come up with two challenges this week in case the weather itselJ‘ is
challenging... choose J‘rom indoor or outdoor!

Outdoor: Obstacle Adventure | Nature Circuit

Set up a mini obstacle course in your garden or local park using natural
elements—logs to jump over, stones to balance on, sticks to crawl under, or trees

to weave around.

Add little challenges like “run to the big tree and back” or “hop on one foot to the
next rock.” Why not make it a timed family challenge or a relay race for a bit of
healthy competition!

It’s energetic, gets everyone moving, and uses nature as your playground—no
extra equipment needed.

Indoor: Upcycled Crafting Afternoon

Gather recyclables (cardboard, jars, bottle caps, fabric scraps etc). Work together
to turn them into bird feeders, organizers, or fun decorations. It’s creative, reduces
waste, and everyone gets to show off their own idea.

Don’t forget to email any photos you take of activities or creations to Mrs Higg[ns

to share on the community corner page - we love to see them!




Our vision is for all our children to shine like STARS

“Those who are wise will shine like the sky and those who lead others to goodness will shine like the stars forever” Daniel 12:3

STRIVE - - ACT - RESPECT

Healthy recipe of the week!

Each week weé'll be sharlng a healthg recipe to try.. don’t forget to send us
pictures of your snacks, we’d love to share them on the newsletter!

Rainbow fruit skewers

=

These vitamin-packed fruit skewers are a simple,
colourful and fun way to get kids to eat fruit. They'll
love helping to make them too.

Ingredients
a 3
7 raspberries Method
7 hulled strawberries
7 tangerine
segments Step ‘
7 cubes peeled mango B .
— Take 7 wooden skewers and thread the following fruit onto each - 1 raspberry,
7 peeled pineapple
churks 1 hulled strawberry, 1 tangerine segment, 1 cube of peeled mango, 1 chunk of
[ — peeled pineapple, 1 chunk of peeled kiwi, 1 green and 1 red grape, and finish
7 green grapes off with 2 blueberries. Arrange in a rainbow shape and let everyone help
7 red grapes themSEWES
\ J
14 blueberries

Email any pictures of your creations to: fhiggins@norton.gloucs.sch.uk to be included in our newsletter!
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Important information, please read:

Park'mg Safetg Concerns

We have been made aware that some people have been parking on the yellow
lines at the front of school. This is extremely dangerous as it restricts visibility
and could cause a serious accident. You must park in the allocated spaces in the
car park or in a legal space in the village. We will be monitoring this situation.

Please ensure you are parking in the designated parking
spaces in the car park.

You must only use the disabled parking bays if you hold a
current disability badge.

a -Pare.lntF'aymTou.Is URG‘ENT PARENTPAY WARNING'

We have been alerted to a fraudulent app in the
Apple App Store that mimics ParentPay branding.

Security and safequarding are top priorities at
ParentPay Group, and we took swift action to
report the app and are working closely with Apple
to have it removed.

To date, we have recorded only 2 cases of affected parents.

Please be aware:
«  ParentPay does not have an app available for download from any app stores
« To use ParentPay, parents should visit https://www.parentpay.com/ from a
mobile phone or computer
«  After logging in, parents can save a shortcut onto their phone’s home screen
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Important information, please read:

Teacher led clubs

Board games club is cancelled again Thursday 2nd October.

It’s the time of year where we arrive to school very cold and leave with warm
sunshine! Due to this, we’re seeing a lot of unnamed school jumpers/cardigans being

left around school.
Please ensure ALL uniform is named.. but most importantly coats and jumpers!
Anything unnamed, and left in school, at the end of each term will be disposed of.

If you would like to check lost property at the start or end of any school day, it’s

locatedjust to the left inside thejunlor corridor.

Yearly forms we need in ASAP please:
Thank you to those who have completed and sent forms in this week.
Please ensure you have completed and handed in the following forms:
. Single consent form
. Offsite visit form

These must be completed for all children, every academic year.

Paper copies can be found in the front entrance.
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Important information, please read:

—_— UUL MILf’(“‘?

SPUNL Il INDERS % .w _ nvms
Register your child today! o :m ICMI =
Our school has a milk scheme! \-}{l)

Children in receipt of benefits-based free school meals are eligible

Simply register online at: e

bt byt Dt of Hulth an il o cvar S i by DEFRA.

REGISTER YOUR CHILD TODAY

Register online
www.coolmilk.com

www.coolmilk.com

to ensure your child doesn’t miss o
| (e
out: Need help?

Send usam
at www.coolmilk.com/contact
or give us a call on 0800 321 3248

@ O O O mosonsmawm s DUILSEE

WOODWIND
BN LESSONS

Please get in touch to enquire:

Email: phoebewilsonflute@outlook.com
Mobile: 07568183036

Or

Contact school office

RECORDER FLUTE SAXOPHONE
FROM RECEPTION & CLARINET YEAR 6
ONWARDS  FROM YEAR 3 ONWARDS ONLY

PHOEBE WILSON

PHOEBEWILSONFLUTE@OUTLOOK.COM
07568183036

Phoebe Wilson

Fute Tutor

All grades and ages
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Caterlink information

Lunches for this term:

D e woway  TUSDY o WEDNESDY . THURSDAY .o FRIDAY T,

WEEK UNE o o a BBQ Chicken Pizza Roast Gammon, Roast Spaghetti Bolognaise .a Fish Fingers with Chips &
ption One ‘ Tomate Pasta with Herby New Potatoes Potoloes & Gravy with Garlic Bread Tomato Ketchup

o Lay] Caribbean ‘a ﬂ Mild Mexican J Veg welington, Roast Cheese & Bean Pasty with Summer Frittata with Chips
opnonmo PLLAUTELE Stew ice illi with Rice otatces vy y New Pol s and Tomato Ketchup
RN Stew with Ri Chilli with Ri Potats & Gra Herby New Polatoe: d T to Keichy
Jacket Potato Jacket Potalo with Cheese, Jacket Polate with Cheese, Jocket Potata with Jocket Poiato with Cheese, Jacket Potalo with Cheese,
Baked Beans or Tuna Baked Beans or Salmen Cheese, Baked Beans or Baked Beans or Tuna Baked Beans or Tuna
Mayonnaise Mayonnaise Tuno Moyonnaise Mayonnaise Mayonnaise
Vegetables
Vegetables of the Day Seasonal Solod Bar Vegetables of the Day Vegetables of the Day Baked Beans and Peas
Dessert ﬂ Apple Flapjack Summer Lemon Cake with Ice Cream and Fresh Fruit Marble Sponge with Strowberry Jelly
‘ Custard Chocolate Sauce . ‘ with Peaches
Option One ‘a Sweet Potato Cumy Hot Dog with Wedges & Roast Chicken, Roast INEW Chefs Special Battered Fish with Chips &
with Rice Tomato Ketchup Potatoes & Gravy Chicken Korma with Rice Temato Ketchup
Cheese and Tomato Pizza Macaroni Chessa ‘a Vegetable Roast, ‘” Vegan Hot Dog with Wedges Eamexicun Bean Rall with
Option Two with Herby New Potatoes Roost Patatoss & Gravy & Tomato Ketchup Chips and Tomata Ketehup
ot IPot o Jocket Potato with Cheese, Jocket Potato with Cheese, Jacket Potato with Jocket Potato with Cheese, Jocket Polato with Cheese,
ac Baked Beans or Tuna Baked Beans or Tuna Cheese, Baked Beans or Boked Beans or Tuna Boked Beans or Tuna
Mayonnaise Mayonnaise Tuna Mayecnnaise Mayonnaise Mayonnaise
29 September R LELLELD Vegetables of the Day Vegetables of the Day Vegetables of the Day Vegetables of the Day Baked Beans and Peas
20 October
Dessert ‘ﬂ Vanilla NEW Strawbery cnd Apple Chocolate Brownie Eves Pudding with Custard Pecches and
Shortbread Crumble with Custard Ice Cream
YARAS
NEW Bean Burger in @ Bun NEW Green Thai Chicken Roost Gomman, Roost !‘_ NEW Greek Chicken Pitta Battered Fish ond Chips &
Option One with Herby New Patatoes Cumy with Rice Potatoes & Gravy with Rice and Tzatziki Tamato Ketchup

Spinach and Cheese Whird

“ NEW Chefs Spacial Crearmy Vegon Bolognaise Roast Quom, Roast 0 Vegan Meatballs
‘a with Garlic Bread ‘ﬂ Potatoes, & Gravy ‘ and Rice with Chips and Tomato

Option Two ‘0 Curmy with Rice
Ketchup
Jacket Potato /ockst Fotoio with Cheese, Jacket Polate with Cheese, Jocket Potato with Jacket Potatc with Cheese, Jacket Potato with Cheese,
Boked Beons or Tuna Boked Beans or Tuna Cheese, Baked Beons or Baked Beans or Tuna Boked Beans or Tuna
) Mayonnaise Mayannaise Tuna Maycnnaise Mayonnaise Mayonnaise
= Vegetables of the Day Vegetables of the Day Vegetabiles of the Day Seasonal Salad Bar Baked Beans and Peas
Dessert NEW Rock Cake Pear & Chocolate Cake with Iced Vanila Sponge Apple Cinnamaen Sponge with ‘ﬂ Oaty Cookie
Custard Custard

. ALLERGY INFORMATION:
la Added Plant Protein Wholemeal ‘ﬂ Vegan @ Chef's Special If you would like to know about particular allergans in foods please
ask a member of the catering team for information. If your child has a

) ) . ’ § . school lunch and has a food allergy or intolerance you will be asked
Avallable Daily: - Freshly cooked jacket potatoes with a choice of filings where available - Bread freshly baked on site daily- 1 conmplate & form o snSUNe We E:,a = n““,;, lrristion

Daily salad selection - Fresh Fruit and Yoghurt ta eater for your child. We use a large variety of ingredients in the

l l ‘ preparaftion of our meals and due to the nature of our kitchens it is.

ot passibla to complately remave the risk of allergen cross cm!a:\.J
Please update the school office if your child has a new allergy or intolerance, or if they
no longer have one!

A message from caterlink regarding allergies/special diets:

Special diet menus

As we prepare for the new 2025 starters in September, it is crucial for us to receive information on pupils with
allergies or intolerances as soon as possible to ensure we have the appropriate special diet menu in place in
September. Please note that there is a four-week turnaround time for any new requests.

For a quick reminder, parents/guardians must complete in full the Caterlink Special Diet Request form (attached)
and return to the office accompanied with medical evidence from an NHS source, including dietitian, GP, Allergy
Specialist or Nurse. This can also be a screenshot of relevant evidence form the NHS app. This is in line with the
guidance provided in the LACA Allergen Management Guidance, which is the governing body in terms of catering
for education. Without medical evidence, Caterlink are unable to complete the LACA Risk Analysis, which is an
essential analysis that is completed before catering to any set of allergies.

Please note Caterlink do not require forms to be complete if children have:

e No allergies/intolerances

e Do not want hot school dinners (only have packed lunches)

e Follow specific diets due to religious beliefs or personal preferences - likes/dislikes.

If no special diet menu is in place by the time your pupils starts school in September, Caterlink will provide a
safe meal which includes a jacket potato with baked beans or suitable toppings such as funa mayonnaise or
cheese, with vegetables and fruit for dessert, if the allergy or intolerance does not contain any of these stated
foods. Or parents/quardians can provide a packed lunch from home until a special diet menu is put into place.
Please be aware that we do not provide menus for different moderations or forms of allergens e.g. cant have
raw egg, but can have cooked, stages of the milk or egg ladder. Within our kitchens, we exclude the allergen in
full as every child has different tolerance levels for their allergens. If you are reintroducing an allergen, this
should be done at home, not within the school kitchens.
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Dates for your diary for October:

Thursdag 2nd October = FlShy Thursdag! (Thursday and Friday’s dinners are swapping for one week!)
Thursday 9th October - School photographer in (individual and sibling photographs from 8:30)
Friday 10th October - KS2 Cheltenham literature festival
Tuesday 14th October - EYFS & KS1 Cheltenham literature festival
Monday 20th October - Harvest collection week for Gloucester foodbank.

You can drop off donations to the designated drop off point in school all week.
Tuesday 21st October - Whole school Diwali workshops
Wednesday 22nd October - Whole school Diwali workshops
Wednesdag 22nd October - Silent disco See PTA page for full information.
Friday 24th October - Harvest assembly 9:30am. All welcome. There will be no afternoon

sharing assembly this day.
- Final day for donations for the foodbank must be in by 9am.
- Finish for half term at normal time

Half term: 27th - 31st October.

Next week’s diarg - 29t September 2025:

Day: The School Day: After School: Lunch Menu (week 2)
All teacher clubs run from 3:30 - 4:15
Mindful colouring Sweet potato curry with rice
Mondag Dance club Cheese and tomato pizza
In]‘ant ball games Jacket potato & Beans /Cheese /Tuna

Hot dog with wedges

Tuesd : . . Macaroni cheese
uesda nfan mnastics
Y Jc EE Jacket potato & Beans /Cheese /Tuna

Baguette & Ham /Cheese /Tuna

Junior football (years 4-6) Roast chicken & roast potatoes
Wednesdag Lego & K’'NEX Vegetable roast & roast potatoes

Fitness Jacket potato & Beans /Cheese /Tuna

Junior gymnastics

Battered fish with chips
FISHY THURSDAY! See Board games cancelled

Thursda Mexican b Il
2 il q Colour & play exiean bearro
Gardening Jacket potato & Beans /Cheese /Tuna
Chicken korma with rice
Vegan hot dog with wedges
Fridag Sharing assembly 2:45 in the village hall g J J

Jacket potato & Beans /Cheese /Tuna
Baguette & Ham /Cheese /Tuna
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GOVERNOR NEWS

Governor Information

The governors have a strategic role supporting and challenging the Head Teacher. Governors work as a team, in
the best interests of the children and the school, actively support the school in achieving an excellent standard of
education.

More specifically, they:

e Appoint the Head Teacher, who has day to day responsibility for everything that happens in a school and is
accountable to them.

e Agree how the school’s money is allocated.

e Agree policies about the way the governing body and the school work.

e Ensure new initiatives and guidelines from the Department for Education and the education authority are put
in place.

The governors do their main work in three committees, which are listed below. All committees meet regularly
throughout the year and report back on their progress and matters arising at the full governors meetings. The full
governing body formally meets about five times a year.

The Instrument of Government comprises of the following:
e 3 x Parent governors

e 1xLAgovernor

e 1 x Staff governors

e 1 xHead Teacher

e 3 x Foundation governor

e 3 x Co-Opted governors

All governor positions term of office is 4 years.
The Governing Body endeavours to take a strategic role, act as a critical friend to the School and be accountable for
its decisions.

Committees
Standards & Curriculum

Meet to ensure quality provision, challenging and supporting the teaching and learning in school so that pupils can
make the best possible progress.

Ethos & Strategic Planning

Monitors and reviews policies and procedures and ensures the school is acting in accordance with statutory
regulations together with planning for the future.

Resources & Compliance

Supports and challenges the school to ensure that resources (both physical and human) are of high quality and are
implemented in accordance with the financial regulations.
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NORTON HEADPHONE
DIS-GLO IS BAC

Upcoming Events

Dates for your diaries:
Hot Chocolate Fridays (as it gets colder!)
Headphone disco —Wed 22" Oct
Non-uniform day (for bottle donations) — Fri 215t Nov TER SCHOOL CLUB - P
Christmas Fair — Sat 29" Nov
Raffle draw - Fri 12" Dec
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NORTON HEADPHONE
DIS-GLO IS BACK!

TICKETS ON SALE
AFTER SCHOOL
GLITTER TATTOOS FRIDAY 10TH & 17TH OCTOBER

GLO-STICKS WEDNESDAY 22NdD OCTOBER AND
5-6:30PM ORDER FORMS IN BOOK BAGS
SWEETS MONDAY 6™ OCTOBER

NORTON VILLAGEJHALL
LIGHT-UP TOYS TICKE £‘4 - ONE ADSET

PIZZA & HOTDOGS
LPLAYLISTS FOR ALL THE FAMILY

WELCOME!

= INFANT PARENTS MUST STAY
= - - JUNIORS MUST BE SIGNED IN/OUT

JUNIORS MAY COME STRAIGHT FROM AFTER SCHOOL CLUB - PARENT PHONE NUMBERS REQUIRED

Norton Christmas Fair

Saturday 29t November 2025 H
1:30-4pm HaVI ng a -
Norton Village Hall pa rty’) £10 per hire

Norton PTA would like to invite local 30 place settings
businesses and crafters to join our Try our reusable party kit, 5 Jugs
Christmas Fair. rather than buying -

. . | . 6 Serving Platters
+ £10 per stall (plus a raffle prize donation) disposable.
¢ Upto 2.5 hours for sales

Help support our school’s
sustainability efforts and
* Email: Norton.sch.pta@gmail.com PTA fundraising too!

*collection from, and return to, Norton
Contact: Norton.sch.pta@gmail.com

* Supporting fundraising for our school




Apply online for
free school meals

Check to see if your child is eligible usng the confidental onine portal availlable on our website

www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/free -school-meals/

Ou Can secure a tasty free meal for your child ’u' d save yourself up to £480 per year

Plus your child's school receives extra funding f ch eligible chid registered

if you receive a qualifying benent, your child < school is entitied to extra funding. So even if you
don't want your child to take a free meal, you should stll apply to make sure that thewr school

recewes all the government funding to which it is entitied - helping them provide your child
with the best ecucation ana suppon

Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 already receiving an Universal Infant Free School Mea
arranged by their school will still have ta apply to enable their school to get any extra funding

f you do not have access to a computer or the internet, speak to your chilc's school

24
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For further information, including a list of qualifying benefits, visit our website or speak to
your child’s school today.

124
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Travel Assistance and Free School Meals Team

Education Planning & infrastructure loucestershlre

\J OUNTY COUNC




Disclaimer:

Norton School accepts no responsibility for anything advertised on this page.
Please assure yourselves of the safety, security and suitability of any item
contained below.

Fully Funded School Support Course e are looking to fill 150+ School Support vacancies in local schools (e.g. SEN

Support, Behaviour Mentors, 1-1 Classroom Support, Cover Supervisors etc). These
roles are available in both full time and part time positions.

' -
Please go to our website address given above, or scan the QR code [ | .F' RH [ | I
for more information. _||I|1 Ll

Ty
This is a 6 week course, full time, intensive course, with online " e [ u
-
i _ guided learning sessions within school hours. 'J"
| If you are earning less than £23,500 per annum or are in receipt of —
Fully . . - c
any benefits, you will be eligible for a fully funded place with us. [ |
Funded °§

s
Course . ~=

spire : . 2 ¢ ] :
-E%ucction e - 4 -

www.studysmartk.online

{

%

OPEN DAY
& EVENING

Thursday 16 October

We warmly invite Year 4, 5 and 6 boys and their parents to join us at the School (Oakleaze GL2 OLF,
info@strs.org.uk) for our Open Day and Evening on Thursday 16 October. Hear from current pupils, the
Head and key staff about life and study at Rich’s; including the transition from Year 6 and our induction
programme, pastoral care, the curriculum, extracurricular activities and the admissions process.
Information talks and tours - 9.30am, 12pm, 6pm and 7pm

Register online - www.strschool.co.uk/admissions/opendays
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Disclaimer:

Norton School accepts no responsibility for anything advertised on this page.
Please assure yourselves of the safety, security and suitability of any item
contained below.

HALLOWEEN

ACTIVE CAMP!

gt

MONDAY 27™ OCTOBER UNTIL FRIDAY 31ST OCTOBER

A P

ENROLMY.COM/PROGRESSIVE-SPORTS-
NORTH-GLOUCESTERSHIRE

-




